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FAITH IN ACTION 

Faith In Action is a charity made up of a team of staff and volunteers from different faith groups. We work with a range of agencies to support homeless, precariously housed and other marginalised people within the London Borough of Merton.

The project began in l998 when the Mayor of Merton, Linda Kirby, invited faith groups across the borough to come together to share the good work they were doing supporting vulnerable people in their own communities. The gap in all of these projects was a Drop-In for the homeless in the borough. In response to this need a steering group was set up that worked tirelessly to turn this dream into reality.  

It was extremely difficult to find suitable premises or secure any funding.  Small sums of money trickled in and for quite awhile there was no offer of accommodation until the Salvation Army agreed to rent us its hall in Kingston Road, South Wimbledon. At their expense they installed shower and laundry facilities.

Major funding came from Father Gerard Mitchell from Sacred Heart who organised a sleep-out and raised £10,000. Then Wates Foundation stepped in and offered us two-year grant funding for a pilot project one day a week.  Wimbledon Guild kindly gave us a free office and payroll services. This enabled Faith In Action to employ a Centre Manager, who recruited 12 volunteers and 4 years ago, the Wednesday Drop-in opened its doors. 

The Drop-in is very well regarded by the service users and agencies in the area. It was awarded Investors in Volunteers last year. This year we have been able to open for a second day, at the request of service users. The project costs £60,000 per annum to run the two-day Drop-in on Wednesdays and Fridays. If we were able to get 1,000 people to donate £5 per month on a standing order, we could secure the funding of the project.

THE DROP-IN IS OPEN EVERY
WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

10 am – 3pm

Venue: Salvation Army Hall, 109 Kingston Road,

South Wimbledon, SW19 1LT
Attended predominantly by rough sleepers, street users, the precariously housed and other vulnerable single homeless people in Merton.

The Drop-in Centre offers:

Friendship

Meals - breakfast, a cooked lunch and snacks

Food parcels & clothes for rough sleepers

Showers

Laundry facilities

Toiletries

Leisure activities

Support for service users through links with

local social services, primary care and

mental health services, housing officials,

and voluntary groups like Alcoholics Anonymous
Assistance with paperwork, benefit claims,

and drug /drink rehabilitation or housing

applications
also accompanies service users to appointments

at their request.
Our staffing
2 Co-Project Managers

1 Project Worker

20 Volunteers from different faith groups in the Borough
SQUARE MEAL

A donation of £5 per month could provide for 2 square meals. 

If 1,000 people donated £5 per month by standing order it would cover the entire cost of our 2-day drop-in. 

We spend £32 a fortnight on socks and underwear alone.
Welcome Donations

Socks and underwear (medium size)

Warm jackets & jumpers

Warm scarves, hats & gloves

Sleeping bags

Ring-pull cans only: meat, fish, soup etc

Bingo prizes: Chocolates, biscuits & toiletries

Our costs

£5,000 PER MONTH
VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers participate in all the Project’s activities. They work as a team with the staff, shopping, cooking the food, organising activities and spending time building relationships with the service users.

They devote a lot of time and energy to the success of the Drop-in and demonstrate love and practical support to people who are marginalised and isolated.

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING?
Please contact:

Nicki Zisman or Andy Fairbairn

on 07843 280419

for more information.
OUR OFFICE BASE
WIMBLEDON GUILD

30-32 Worple Road, Wimbledon

London SW19 4EF

Mobile: 07843 280 419

Email: FaithInAction@wimbledonguild.co.uk       
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